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The theme of the second issue of Decision 

Science Newsletter is COLLABORATION. 

The Institute offers programs in five mod-

ules; Environment module, Disaster module, 

Health module, Governance module and 

Human module. We report various activities 

conducted by the modules, some of which 

were in collaboration among modules.

Ant Man saves the day!
Can ants carry an Omikoshi? We heaved 
the question over to the Institute’s re-
cording star Ant linguistic Dr. Takahiro 
Murakami for a translation. “Ants are 
strong, they cut and can carry leaves 10-50 
times its body weight and an Asian weaver 
ant can carry 100 times its body weight, 
However, the ant’s social system is much 
more interesting” he interjected. Does it 
matter what type of social system an ant 
lives in? Smiling, Murakami explained 
“Highly evolved ants build large colonies, 
like cities with more than million ants to-
gether; the queen lives for up to 20 years 
and workers live only three months. In city 

ant society there are 30 different types of 
hard working labour ants. Whereas primi-
tive ants build very small colonies, like ru-
ral villages with less than 50 ants together; 
the queen and worker both live up to three 
years. In the village ant society there are 
less than 10 different types of lazy labour 
ants”. We still have that heavy Omikoshi 
portable shrine to carry, the evolved city 
ant society is more suited efficient for 
heavy work and collaboration, however, 
when it comes to long life expectancy it 
better to live in the village. Wa Shai! Wa 
Shai! Wa Shai!
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The Health and Human module students 
and staff organized an exciting study visit 
to Finland from 7th to 15th September. 
The first seminar was at the Department 
of Public Health, University of Helsinki 
where they learnt key health issues in 
Finland - obesity, indoor air quality and 
suicides. At the university’s start up hub, 

THINK Helsinki, the team met young 
entrepreneurs whom they surveyed on 
their opinions on nutrition and health, 
emotions and health, and ICT and health. 
Studying happiness and health, the group 
visited Santa Claus village located on the 
Arctic Circle where the students surveyed 
local people and gathered information on 

food choices, happiness and health and 
transport provision in Lapland. Back in 
Helsinki, Aalto University Simulation lab 
held discussions on co-creation, co-design 
and co-production. Last on the experi-
ence agenda, the Helsinki Rescue center 
chief medical officer and fire commander 
demonstrated how they integrate patient 
health records for emergency cases. This 
gave a practical insight on how public 
institutions (medical doctors, hospitals, 
firemen, paramedics) can collaborate with 
private industry (solution providers) most 
effectively.

Environment module and Human 
module members visited Indonesia 
from September 19th to October 
3rd, 2015. The trip aimed to study 
National Park and sustainable use 
of teak forests in Java, Indonesia. 
On October 1st, the members 
visited Gadjah Mada University 
and gave lectures for students of 
Faculty of Forestry. Dr. Fujiwara 
introduced Kyushu University and 
gave a lecture on current forest 

condition and forest policy in Indo-
nesia and Japan. Dr. Ota presented 
his research on sustainable forest 
management using remote censor-
ing and Global Positioning System 
(GPS). Ms. Sato, PhD. student 
talked about IDS3 program and her 
research activities. Mr. Kubo gave a 
presentation about Yaku Island, Ja-
pan, where deer are causing serious 
damage to agricultural products 
and forest environment. Environ-

ment module continues to collabo-
rate with Gadjah Mada University 
to promote research on sustainable 
forest management.

Global food shortage will be severe in the 
near future. Insects as a human food sup-
plement has recently attracted more atten-
tion. In Southeast Asia, insects have long 
been a traditional food culture and there is 
a movement to use edible insects more ef-

fectively. Consequently, IDS3 Environment 
module members visited Laos to conduct 
a field survey on human insect-eating 
culture from September 1st through 15th, 
2015. They visited 40 local markets and 
identified 27 edible insect species sold, 
such as glass hoppers, moth larvae, and 
giant water bugs. Most insect species ex-
cept giant water bugs were fried in oil and 
seasoned with soy sauce and sugar. Giant 
water bugs were processed into paste with 
ginger and garlic. “It smelled like apple,” 
said field survey member Mr. Tagawa, a 

doctoral student of IDS3. On the last day 
of the trip, Mr. Yoshizawa, who is studying 
fly systematics, gave a lecture at National 
University of Laos. He showed Laotian 
students how to catch insects and prepare 
the specimens. To understand the fauna, 
collecting insect and specimen prepara-
tion methods are important, however the 
method is poorly known in Laos. After 
this trip, the team continues to research 
human insects-eating culture with focus 
on the regions- and season- dependent di-
versity of edible insects.

Entomological Research
Project in Laos

Innovation for 
a Healthier Society

Forestry Research in Indonesia
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The Project “designing a public square in 
Fukahori, Nagasaki” is progressing well in 

its proposal making. Following a meeting 
with local consultants, IDS3 doctor stu-
dents Mr. Sumi suggested a revised plan 
with more realistic elements for the design 
concept on October 23rd. Their new plan 
counter balances the tendency of “sus-
pended in mid-air” in the design process, 
by framing the technical infrastructure as 
a “public square” and factoring the con-
cept of “maximizing social values” into the 

ideology. Over and above what they are 
designing for local residents in Fukahori, 
they are encouraging ongoing efforts for 
the sustainability of urban site construc-
tions and designs.  

Leading Graduate School Forum 2015 
was held in Tokyo from 24th to 25th of 
October. Sixty two leading programs from 
Japan including Kyushu University’s De-
cision Science program participated in 
the unique gathering. Members and staffs 

actively interacted and presented activities 
of their programs. Selected students made 
suggestions on issues related to current 
education and working style of Ph.D pro-
grams in Japan. IDS3 Mr. Tokunaga, Ph.D. 
student introduced his project on how a 
university can cooperate with the cities 
and companies. His example being Ky-
ushu University, Tsushima city and Kinki 
Nippon tourist company joint project “Ja-
pan-Korea border sightseeing”. The pur-
pose is to increase the number of Korean 
and Japanese tourists into Tsushima city. 

This is a “project work based on the real 
society problem”. Team leader ‘Mr Sumi’ 
proposed it is a good way for academic 
students to be “scientific entrepreneurs” 
with an active attitude to cooperate with 
business companies and government or-
ganizations. Mr. Sumi went on to say “I 
discussed the new park-development plan 
with local residents seriously and have 
made the plan implemented” and “I or-
ganized the event collaborating with the 
company MUJI. He made a deep impres-
sion on the audience.

An International Symposium on “Com-
munity Building” was held at Kyushu 
University, Japan on October 21st, 2015.  
IDS3 Master’s students organized the sym-
posium with assistance from Governance 
module teachers. More than 120 people 
from government officials, local citizens, 
business owners, NGOs (Non-governmen-
tal organization), and university participat-
ed in the symposium. 
Community building is known as “Machi-

zukuri” in Japanese and combines commu-
nities with common interest such as local 
economy, agriculture, and social-cultural 
matters. In symposium, the guest speak-
ers were from city governments (Iizuka, 
Saiki, Tsushima, Fukuoka, Yame, and Seoul 
cities) in Japan and Korea as well as local 
food business sectors and NGOs. The 
speakers shared their current activities and 
gave examples on sustainability and col-
laboration between local governments and 

residents. In addition, the approach and 
process for “Machi-zukuri” were compared 
between Japan and Korea. The symposium 
provided a great opportunity to discuss 
community building and remote rural de-
velopment areas such as Tsushima, Yame, 
Yufu in Japan and South Gyeongsang prov-
ince in South Korea.
Students learned valuable lessons during 
the symposium. For instance, how univer-
sities, governments, and private sectors 
can work together in a harmonized way. 
One of the IDS3 students said “I got warm 
feedbacks from participants, and would 
like to put my experience into my next 
challenge”. 

Leading Graduate Schools Gathering 

International Symposium 
on Machi-zukuri

Designing an Open Space, 
Public Square at Fukahori, Nagasaki
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Everything Involves 
Collaboration

INTERVIEW

Prof. Hiroto Yasuura is the Executive Vice 
President of Kyushu University and in 
charge of Campus Construction, Informa-
tion Infrastructure (CIO) and Information 
Security (CISO) of Kyushu University. He 
is a professor of Department of Advanced 
Information Technology, Graduate School 
of Information Science and Electrical En-
gineering, and a member of System LSI 
Research Center in Kyushu University.
Prof. Yasuura’s main activities revolve 
around ensuring positive collaboration. He 
states that everything involves collabora-
tion, within institutions as well as outside 
institutions, and even in the family. He 
shared with us examples of the collabora-
tion activities within and outside Kyushu 
University.

Creating an urban operating system
Society influences technology and technol-
ogy influences society. There is need for 
coproduction for the betterment society. 
The Center for Co-Evolutional Social 
Systems (CESS) is a project funded by the 
government of Japan that aims to achieve 
a balance between social needs and tech-
nological developments by developing an 

urban operating system (OS) that supports 
efficient, speedy, and seamless movement of 
people and materials, including energy and 
information. To realize this industry-ac-
ademia-government collaboration, Prof. 
Yasuura hired cutting-edge researchers and 
engineers including specialists in social sci-
ence (science, technology and innovation 
policies), chemistry, energy, information 
technology and modern mathematics 
(math for industry), to work together “un-
der-one-umbrella” for innovative solutions.
 
Fukuoka Directive Council
Prof. Yasuura is involved with the Fukuoka 
Directive Council (Fukuoka D.C.), a future 
vision initiative codesigned to increase 
Fukuoka’s global competitiveness. In an 
effort to attract international resources, 
people, and capital, the project aims to 
regenerate Fukuoka as a MICE (Meeting 
Incentive Conference and Exhibition) city. 
To plan and implement effective regional 
development strategies, Fukuoka D.C. has 
partnered with Kyushu University, Fukuoka 
city government, Top companies in Kyushu 
as well as up to 150 other small and medium 
enterprises. To implement regional strat-
egy, five working groups were established; 
Smart city, Human resource, Tourism, Food 
and Urban regeneration. 

Silicon Sea belt
Funding and reaction from the society 
is important for ensuring sustainability. 
Fifteen years ago, the former governor of 
Fukuoka Prefecture asked Prof. Yasuura 
what kind of industry will be important in 
the next two decades. He responded that 

design is more important than production. 
Hence, a design initiative in Momochi-ha-
ma area was born. The Silicon Sea Belt 
(SSB) initiative aimed to create an advanced 
semi-conductor development hub in the 
world’s biggest semi-conductor industry 
and consumption area. A collaboration re-
gion encompassing Kyushu, South Korea, 
Shanghai, Taiwan, Singapore and others. 
The Silicon Sea Belt project began in 2001 
with about 20 companies and grew to 200 
companies by 2012. Impressively, SSB Ky-
ushu produces more than half of CMOS 
image sensors, the camera eyes of your 
smart phones and of the digital world

Collaboration and diversity
To manage the stress of having such broad 
and diverse responsibilities, Prof. Yasuura 
often talks with his family. He discusses the 
inevitable issues that arise from multi-party 
collaboration and gets valuable support 
and important feedback from his wife.  
He appreciates spending time and learn-
ing from Professors from other fields and 
backgrounds as they have different views 
and opinions that enrich his.  Professor 
Yasuura’s wrap up on collaborations were, 
“Sharing the same goal is important but 
diversity and having different views is also 
very important in a collaboration venture”. 

EDITORS' LIST UPCOMING EVENTS
Editor-in-chief 

Editorial
Staff

 
Advisory 

Board

Designer CONTACT  US

Nov. 14 - 17, Jeju, South Korea. Field Trip, Governance Module. 
Dec. 6 - 7. Yame, Japan. Field Trip, Governance module.
Dec. 13. Tsushima, Japan. Tsushima Forum, Governance module.
Dec. 16 - 20, Kochi, Japan. Field Trip, Environment module.
Jan. 8, Yame, Japan. Field Trip, Governance module.
Feb. 12 - 25, Cambodia. Field Trip, Environment module.
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