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Environment Module
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Disaster Module
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Health Module
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Governance Module
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Human Module
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Integration team
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Creative activities of students

IDS3 Newsletter Project

Institute of Decision Science for Sustainable Society (IDS3) predominantly conducts oper-
ations in the Japanese language. This is expected as most students and staff are Japanese.
Recognizing the need to have a global view of problems in the world, students at IDS3 are
subjected to international study trips to various foreign countries. English being one of the
most widely spoken languages in the world, students have had to practice their English
language ability to be able to present research papers at international conferences.

For accountability purposes, IDS3 members regularly post activities in an internal Facebook
group. Publishing these information, albeit selectively, would be beneficial to external par-
ties IDS3 sponsors, supporters and other researchers. A brainchild of Javadi-sensei with
support from staff and students in IDS3, a tri-monthly newsletter in English was initiated to
in order to reach out to a wider readership range and increase awareness of IDS3 activities.
A well honed editorial team, led by the editor in chief, Yoshihiko Kanegae, an IDS3 staff, is
student based and includes: Brian Iwana, Jecinta Kamau, Yuki Kubo, Kazuki Tagawa, Qirui
Yao, and two newly joined students, Xu and Sun. An advisory board consisting of IDS3 lec-
turers supports the students in proofing articles and in the publishing process. It includes,
Dr. Andrew Rebeiro-Hargrave, Dr.Firouzeh Javadi and Dr. Fumihiko Yokota. Dr. Kun Qian,
also an IDS3 lecturer designs and publishes the newsletter.

The activity is not only beneficial to English speaking readers interested in IDS3, it is also
provides a great learning opportunity for students involved in the project. For every re-
lease, one student is selected as the group leader with the role of leading the student team
in choosing a theme, collecting articles, and ensuring the budget schedule is followed as
much as possible. With students from different backgrounds and with varying workloads, it
is challenging for the group leader to ensure the newsletter work load is distributed appro-
priately so an not to interfere with student’s research work . They also learn personal time
management in balancing personal, research and IDS3 newsletter time.

After releasing each newsletter, the entire team goes out for an ‘otsukare’ dinner, providing

a chance for members to bond and grow interpersonal skills.

by Jecinta Kamau

Proposer of IDS Newsletter Project
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